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With good reason. The Honda Hybrid
seems almost too good to be true. It’s the
kind of car so many of us have been
waiting for since we first became
concerned about what might be lurking

in the air we breathe.
Concerned about air quality in the

national park, Tremont staff had been
shopping for a more environmentally
friendly way to get around.

 “We’ve been looking for ways to not
only reduce the emissions of the vehicles
that we drive at Tremont, but also to
demonstrate to others that there are things
that we all can do to help,” says GSMIT
Executive Director Ken Voorhis.

 “One of the Friends of the Smokies
board members is TVA Director Bill
Baxter,”  Voorhis explains. “The Executive
Director of Friends worked with Bill to
bring the Honda Hybrid to the institute.”
TVA has a fleet of alternatively fueled
vehicles and has loaned several to the
national park. This Honda Hybrid is the
first such loaner for GSMIT.

“We are thrilled,” Voorhis says, “The
Honda will be our alternative to driving a
15-passenger van or an 8-cylinder pick-up
truck when fewer than four people are
traveling.”

The Hybrid’s batteries are charged by
the Integrated Motor Assist System (IMA).
The IMA is composed of a gasoline
engine and an electric motor and has
several important functions. Located
between the engine and the transmission,
the electric motor supplies additional
power during acceleration. It also func-
tions as a high-speed starter and as a
generator for the charging system
during braking.

TVA says the Hybrids in its fleet get 20
miles per gallon more than the vehicles
they replaced. We’ve had a bit of a compe-
tition going on to see who can get the
best mileage on a trip to town and back.
56 MPG is the current record. The car has
a standard 13.2-gallon fuel tank capable of
634 (city) and 620 (highway) miles on a

continued on page 3

Breathing Easier as we Drive
Tremont receives  E-friendly car from TVA

by Tonya Stoutt-Brown

Is that one of those hybrid cars?”
   We’re hearing that question a lot these days.  And the answer is “YES!”

In December, 2002, the Tennessee Valley Authority gave us the keys to a
Honda Hybrid, on loan to GSMIT for trips in and around the national
park. Whether we’re dropping off packages at the Townsend Post Office,
picking up papers from park headquarters, or walking through the parking
lot at our GSMIT offices, we frequently hear from folks who are curious
about our car.

“
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Tremont Happenings
News and gossip from greater Walker Valley

E-Newsletter a Hit!
Since its creation, not a week goes by

without hearing praise for the Tremont
E-Newsletter. We knew it was a good idea,
but none of us knew how far reaching and
exciting a weekly newsletter about Smoky
Mountain happenings could be. Folks
love the “breaking news” type of
information and their
weekly connection to
Tremont. Many
people say they use the
newsletter to plan their trips
to the Smokies. The pheno-
logical information helps them
to know when to visit to see wildflowers
in peak bloom, when birds arrive in the
spring, or when fall color is at its best. The
E-Newsletter is definitely helping Tremont
connect people and nature, whether they
are here or on another continent. Do you
receive the e-newsletter? It’s easy to sign-
up. Just visit our web site at www.gsmit.
org and click on “sign-up for our e-mail
newsletter” on the homepage. Participants
will receive a weekly e-mail from us, and
special announcements time to time. We
promise that we do not provide your
e-mail address to any other organization or
business. Be in the know…Sign-up today!

—Amber Parker

First Impressions
I am really excited to be here as a new

Teacher Naturalist at GSMIT. I volunteered
at the Institute during the summer of 1999
as an intern, so there were a few things I
knew I could expect. The staff is commit-
ted, the food in the dining hall is great, and
the Smokies are a beautiful place to call
home. This organization is doing so many
wonderful things, including the Citizen
Science Program, research for the All Taxa
Biodiversity Inventory, cooperative
teaching with school programs and Living
History programs. The staff is so dedicated
to the participants and the presentation of
programs. I am proud to be part of this
team that strives to connect people and
nature, whether teaching, office, kitchen or
maintenance staff. Of course it’s hard not
to be inspired working or living in a

beautiful place like Walker Valley.
There are so many opportunities and

adventures to explore here as a Teacher
Naturalist. So far, I have been through staff
training and Wilderness First Responder.

In WFR, we had seven days
of intensive training to get
hands-on experience as a first

responder. We participated in
scenarios in order to test our

abilities to deal with an
emergency. This was an

effective way to learn these skills through
practical applications. I feel this prepared
me as an instructor in a wilderness setting.
The last day of the course, we took the
national registry exam. I feel fortunate to
have had this training experience, and I
look forward to many more opportunities
to learn and grow as a Naturalist and
Environmental Educator.

—Jaimie Matzko

Summer On the Brain
Walker Valley has experienced several

dramatic weather events over the past
several wintry weeks. Snow totaling nearly
half a foot closed area schools more than
once over a ten-day period. Sub-zero
temperatures kept us guessing how low we
could go and when the thermometer
might begin rising again. Heavy rains
finally ended our snowy period, however,
along with our hopes of having a longer
winter. But when schools closed, we at
Tremont were undaunted, even egging on
the sky to bring us more. Winter in the
Smokies isn’t nearly as snow-filled as many
of us wish it were.

Perhaps that’s because deep in the heart
of winter, such as it is, we are already
planning for summer.

Behind-the-scenes activities that make for
a rich and rewarding summer here at Tremont
are well underway. Hiring staff, reserving
backcountry campsites, inventorying camping
equipment and planning field trips are just a
few things happening as we look to the
summer ahead. And it’s only just begun.

Discovery Camp, one of our longest
running programs for elementary-age
children, is back. And so are our ever

popular backpacking programs: Wilder-
ness Adventure Camp (a 3-night/4-day
backcountry excursion), and Teen High
Adventure (a 6-night/7-day trek that will
likely include a day whitewater rafting).
Teen High Adventure is our premiere
backpacking offering, designed to give
teenagers a rewarding experience in the
areas of backcountry skills, nature appre-
ciation, and personal development.

Ever sucked a live insect right out of
the air using a pooter? It’s an instrument
used by researchers to slow down a flying
insect long enough to identify it. (See page
11 of our brand new 2003 program guide
to see what a pooter looks like.) Teen
Science Camp gives teenagers ages 13 to
17 the opportunity of working with and as
real scientists. Not to mention using a
pooter. Past Teen Science Camp research
projects have included studies of sala-
manders, insects, birds, and plants. A word
to the wise, though—using a pooter to
suck a flying bird out of the air is not
recommended for the health of the bird
and scientist alike.

Smoky Mountain Naturalist
Expeditions gives kids ages 12 to 14 the
opportunity of immersing themselves for
ten days in a field of study such as amphib-
ians, black bears, and the diverse array of
forests. This is deep immersion, in contrast
to the average Park visitor whose wind-
shield experience motoring through the
mountains hardly scrapes the surface.
Expedition Naturalists will get to explore
areas all over the Park, interact with
professional land and wildlife managers,
and gaze into the glowing embers of an
evening campfire after an afternoon spent
swimming in the Middle Prong. This
unique program is truly one-of-a-kind.

If you wish to see what a week at one
of  Tremont’s summertime youth programs
looks like, click on our web site www.
gsmit.org for a sample weekly schedule.
These programs fill quickly, so sign your
child up soon. We look forward to
meeting you and spending the summer
with your child!

—Jeremy Lloyd
Summer Camp Director

National Park Service Transitions
Smokies Superintendent Mike Tollef-

son has been a great supporter of  Tre-
mont and educational programs during his
tenure here. He was called this fall to take
over as the superintendent of  Yosemite.
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Mike is a great friend of this park and
many of us hate to see him go. As a
gesture of appreciation, Tremont’s board of
directors, with the help of many friends,
raised $25,000 for the Tremont endow-
ment. We wish Mike the best in his new
position. We are fortunate to have Phil
Francis as acting superintendent until a
new superintendent is named sometime
this spring.

The Loss of a Great Naturalist
It is with sadness that we report that

longtime Great Smoky Mountains
National Park employee Don DeFoe died
after a nearly two-year battle with cancer.
One of the longest serving employees the
Smokies has ever had, Don had nearly 46
years of federal service, most of which was
spent at the Smokies.

Don served as the Park’s Museum
Curator but also for many years in the Park’s
interpretive division. A Naturalist in every
sense of the word, Don knew the natural
history of the Smokies like few others. At
his memorial service the park family and
friends gathered to remember this humble
and talented man. Acting superintendent
Phil Francis read an article by Mark Johns
entitled “What is a Naturalist?” and com-
mented that it was a perfect description of
Don. That article concluded with these
words: Most naturalists do what they do because
they love their chosen profession… not because of
money or even recognition. Their job is usually
their life, and their life their job. Ironically, because
they make what they do seem so easy, they are
most often missed…only when they are gone.

A Dream Job
I am finally here! I have been awaiting

this dream-job since I first applied in April
of 2002. It was just a month before I was
due to graduate from Virginia Tech, and I
was frantically searching the job market.
Nothing seemed to stand out to me and I
could not envision myself in any of the
job opportunities I looked at—until I
happened upon the Great Smoky Moun-
tains Institute at Tremont’s web page.

As I scanned all the information on the
background of  Tremont and the mission
statement that the organization proclaims, I
was instantly captured. I just knew that this
place nestled in the Smoky Mountains was
exactly where I wanted to be. I knew that
being a Teacher/Naturalist who shares
knowledge about the Smoky Mountains is
exactly what I wanted to do. So, needless to say,
when I was informed that Tremont wanted to
hire me, I accepted without hesitation.

Now that I am here and in the full
swing of the life and adventures of a
Tremont T/N, you may wonder if it is all I
hoped for in a dream-job? In all honesty,
yes—and much more. The fact that my
back yard is the National Park speaks for
itself. I fall asleep to the rhythm and
melody of the Little River, and I follow
coyote tracks in the snow on quiet
morning hikes. I have also had the
privilege to be a part of life-changing and
life-shaping experiences of the children
and young adults who have visited
Tremont. These are only a few of the
plethora of delights that I have discovered
in these first weeks at Tremont.

One of  Tremont’s main goals is to
connect people with nature. Although it is
my job to help implement the programs
and lessons designed to achieve this goal, I
have found myself being reconnected with
nature. It is often expressed that as a
teacher you learn as much as, if not more
than, those you are teaching. This has been
first hand experience for me. In this field I
have found that the more I experience and
discover, the more I realize how much
there is to learn. I have a lot of work to do,
but when you have a dream-job, it doesn’t
seem like work.

—Katie Farmer

NHA Name Change
Great Smoky Mountains Natural

History Association is celebrating its 50th
anniversary by changing its name! The
new name of the Smokies’ senior non-
profit partner organization is Great
Smoky Mountains Association. The
shorter name will save a lot of ink and
phone time over the next 50 years, and is
actually more accurate. The mission of the
organization covers both natural and
human history.

Since 1953, the association has given
around $11 million in support to Great
Smoky Mountains National Park. They
plan to contribute $1 million in 2003
alone. You know them by their handsome
bookstores in and around the park and
their fabulous publications like Hiking Trails
of the Smokies and Great Smoky Mountain
Salamander Ball. Check out their new web
site at www.SmokiesStore.org.

single tank of gasoline.
In addition to burning less gasoline and

getting great mileage the Honda hybrid is
certified as an Ultra Low Emissions
Vehicle, meaning that it produces far
fewer emissions than a normal car. Here
are some of the major pollutants that are
produced from ULEV motor vehicles and
the reduction percentages they produce:
carbon monoxide-70%, nitrogen dioxide-
45%, respirable particles-up to 90%.

Spokeswoman Lucha Ramey says TVA
selected the Hybrids to replace older,

high-mileage sedans in its fleet primarily
because the vehicle price is less than in
previous years and because the Hybrid
technology is proving to provide safe,
reliable transportation while reducing fuel
consumption and emissions.

The Hybrid offers far more advance-
ment over the earlier battery operated
vehicles because it has unlimited travel
distance. Vehicles using the battery technol-
ogy were limited to 40-60 miles on a single
charge. Hybrids do not require external
charging.

Hybrid vehicles do not require the
refueling infrastructure that Alternative Fuel

Hybrid
continued from page 1

Vehicles (AFV) do. Manufacturers cur-
rently produce AFVs that run on ethanol
and other type fuels including the battery
operated vehicles, but the refueling
infrastructure does not, for the most part,
exist to allow drivers the confidence to
travel long distances.

Operating the car is like driving any
conventional car, but Tremont staff were
trained to ensure they understood the
operation, functionality of the instruments,
and other requirements of the vehicle.

Next time you’re in the Smokies, stop
by and see our new hybrid and ask us
what our record “trip to town mileage” is.
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bobcat crossing the trail. One of the students
remembered from the wildlife slideshow the night
before that bobcats are nocturnal, so we talked
about how maybe this one was passing through
the same time we were watching the slides! It is
always a great experience when the kids can
connect something they hear us talk about to real
life out in nature.

It’s moments like these when I realize how
important the work that Tremont and places like
us are doing. There are so many students out
there who have a hard time learning by sitting in a
classroom reading about a subject in a book.
When we can get these kids out into the woods
and provide them memorable learning experi-
ences, it can have a monumental affect on the
rest of their lives. I doubt many of those fifth
graders I was hiking with will ever see a bobcat in
the wild, but because of our afternoon in the
woods, I’m sure none of them will ever forget what
one is.

Today is another beautiful day in the Smokies,
bright blue skies and forty degrees. The forecast
on the radio this morning said that the mountains
and plateau might see some snow over the next
few days. We’re keeping our fingers crossed.

—Adam Barnes

I know I’ve said it before, but these Smoky
Mountains are one of the most amazing places on
Earth. Every day of the year brings with it new
sights and sounds, and no matter what month,
each time I step into the woods I learn something
new. Many people think that with the cooler
temperatures, falling leaves, and hibernating
animals, the mountains become dormant as well.
But the winter season, particularly this year, can
be full of surprises as well.

We here in Walker Valley have been fortunate
enough to be living in a winter wonderland much
of the past three weeks. After a few light dustings
around Christmas time, we awoke the morning of
January 16 to forecasts of some heavy snow on the
way. Anyone who has lived in the mountains can
tell you that the peaks and valleys can do some
strange things to weather patterns, so none of us
really got our hopes up. But we stepped outside
that morning to find five or six inches of snow on
the ground and reports of more on the way. Many
of the park roads were closed, leaving our valley
an untouched adventure land.

For anyone who has not seen it before, a cove

Snow Days
There’s no place like the Smokies in winter

hardwood forest is a beautiful place just after a
fresh snow. The evergreen trees hold the snow on
their needles, creating a vivid contrast of dark
green and white. The pools and eddies in the river
begin to freeze over and collect small snow
islands in the rushing water. With the leaves off of
most of the trees, views through the forest can
stretch on until your eyes meet the sky. With these
extended views, the chances of seeing wildlife, or
signs of it, can increase as well. And for a child
growing up in the city, the opportunity to be in the
woods in the winter can be an amazing thing.

Towards the end of our latest snow I was out
with a group of fifth graders on our Exploration
lesson hiking the Lumber Ridge/Marks Trail loop
above Tremont. We were out all afternoon learning
what it was like to be an early explorer in the
Southern Appalachians, but were soon distracted
by all of the wildlife sign we were seeing. We saw
squirrel tracks bounding along fallen trees, four
pronged bird tracks on tree branches, and the
dog-like tracks of a coyote who must have used
this trail, too. A little further down the path, we
were even lucky enough to spot the tracks of a

Winter is Better
2002-03 was a winner

by Charlie Muise

To those who do not hike when it is
cold outside, and there is snow on the
ground, I would like to say a hearty
“thank you.”  Yesterday my fiancée and I
hiked through eight inches of snow up to
Spence Field and Russell Field on the
Appalachian Trail. The beauty of the
Smoky Mountains was intensif ied with
the snow-covered trees. The visibility was
perhaps the best I’ve exper ienced in the
park. And all along the way we were
reminded of just how wrong people are
when they refer to the dead of winter.

We saw many coyote tracks, even above
5000 feet. We saw tracks of their quarry,
too: small footsteps and tail drags of
rodents between the shelter of logs and
rocks. Though the number of bird species
was low, we enjoyed such northern
species as Common Raven, Black-capped
Chickadee, Golden-crowned Kinglet and
Dark-eyed Junco throughout the day, and
the silence of winter was interrupted
frequently by the tapping of Downy and
Hairy Woodpeckers and a couple of
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

Though I’ll be returning this spr ing
to see the wildf lowers, I would not give
up my winter hiking for anything.

Lately I’ve heard a lot of folks lamenting
    the recent spate of winter weather in
Blount County. It’s been a LOT colder
than the last two winters. January was the
fifth snowiest in East Tennessee history,
according to an article in this morning’s
Knoxville News-Sentinel. Roads are more
challenging. Schools in Blount County
called their fifth snow day of the school
year this morning. Roads in the park have
been closed a lot more than during the
previous two winters. Many trails are less
accessible. The high country has up to a
foot of snow to plod through—if you can
get there.

To all this grumbling, I say bah! This is
wonderful weather, and for every negative
impact, I can think of at least one positive
impact. Here is the short list:

—Watching kids from Florida throw
snowballs;

—Watching the adult Wilderness First
Responder class sledding;

❈

—The neat patterns that frost, icicles and ice
flowers make;

—Fewer people means more solitude for
those adventurous enough to get on the trails;

—The snow only adds to the beauty of the
Smokies;

—The cold weather is probably going to
mean a slow in the spread of Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Beetles, a non-native pest which may
eventually wipe out over 10,000 acres of
Eastern Hemlock in the park;

—The cold should also slow the destruction
of Pine Beetles;

—There are a lot more opportunities to track
wild animals when snow is on the ground;

—Hot chocolate tastes so much better when
it’s cold outside;

—Spring warm weather and flowers are that
much more exciting;

—Drier air means higher visibility and
higher quality stargazing;

—No traffic at Cades Cove;
—No mosquitoes.
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Walker Valley Feud of 1910
A story of Vannie Cook

by Ryan Young

The Walker Valley cemetery is mysterious even during the daylight
     hours. The old fencerow once used to separate the tangible forest
and knoll designated for burial is now rotten and crumbling. The
epitaphs carved in the headstones are covered by lichen and moss,
and sometimes unreadable. Some of the markings on the
stones can be translated to tell the tales of loggers who
were killed on the job, and of mountain people that
never set foot outside the Valley they lived in for eighty
years or more.

Life in Walker’s Valley, as it used to be
called, was characterized by hard times and
death. One stone in Walker’s cemetery
recounts the feud that took the life of ten-
year-old Vannie Cook before anyone had
the sense to stop it.

Vannie Cook
June 20, 1899
April 2, 1910

Gone but not forgotten
Vannie was the daughter of Sam and

Minnie Cook, settlers who came across the
mountain into Tennessee from North
Carolina. The Cook family had most likely
ended up in Walker’s Valley after following
the lumber industry’s move across the
mountains. They settled
into the Spicewoods
near Tremont about
the time the Little River
Lumber Company
was exploring the
Tremont area.

Vannie was known in
the community as a
bright and cheerful child.
She was remembered as
having long, light brown
hair and blue eyes, and
an unbelievably accom-
modating spirit. Unlike
her father, who was a
rough and strong
mountain man with a handlebar moustache,
Vannie was small, slim, and pretty. In the
one-room schoolhouse that stood next to
the cemetery, Vannie was the quickest and
best student, always winning the spelling

The retaliation began on a hot and
windy April day when the men from
Walker’s Valley set a fire upwind from a
flock of the Sugar Cove sheep. As planned,
the fire went raging down the valley into
Sugar Cove and was successful in killing all
of the sheep, putting the sheep owners out
of business.

In spite of this success, the wind kicked up
and turned the fire towards the cabins along
the Dorsey Branch in Walker’s Valley. This fire
now took an evil twist, turning on the homes

of the men who started the fire.
Sam Cook and his oldest
son, Dock, were fighting

the fire along the ridge
near his cabin. As the
two men dug a fire
line to keep their
cabin safe, they left
Vannie and her
sister by a tree
next to the cabin
to see that no
sparks blew over
the fire line onto
the cabin.

As the girls sat
impatiently watch-

ing their father and
brother work on the

ridge, a treetop near to
them set ablaze. The girls

sat unknowingly beneath
the blazing tree until they heard

their brother scream for them as he saw
the crown of the tree begin to fall.

The girls scattered, but tragically, Vannie
ran right into the path of the falling limbs,
crushing her. Sam and Dock ran to Vannie
and helped her as best they could, then
sent for men from the Valley to help. When
more help arrived, they made a litter to
carry Vannie back to her cabin.

A deathwatch over Vannie began.
Vannie lived through the day and night,
and into the next day. Her injuries were
so severe that she was not expected to
live. Her skull was fractured and both
arms and legs were broken. Vannie
never regained consciousness and most
who saw her said it was a miracle she
lived so long.

As the women changed Vannie’s
bandages and tried to keep her fever
down, the men of the Valley sat and
watched with bitter, self-incriminating
thoughts. They knew that their petty

bees. The people of
Walker Valley
responded very
dramatically to the
death of  Vannie,
partly because of
her easygoing
nature and willing-
ness to help with
chores around the
community. This is the
story of  Vannie Cook’s
tragic death.

The spring of 1910 is still
remembered by many as being
long, hot, and having an unusually high
number of fires in the mountains. The

feud that would eventually
kill young Vannie began
when some of the people
in Sugar Cove, which is
not far from Tremont,
brought some sheep into
the mountains. The free
roaming dogs of the Walker
Valley area, which were
probably not fed on a
regular basis, had gotten
into the sheep and killed
and eaten some of them.

The sheep owners were
none to happy to find
their investments eaten by
someone else’s dogs, and

began to shoot them. Back then, it was
said that some mountain men valued a
good hunting dog as much as he valued his
wife, and would not stand for anyone killing
his dogs. continued on page 10

A snow white dove
A snow white dove
Sent from Heaven

up above,
For poor little Vannie,

so they say,
To guide her home

that April day.

—Chorus from Vannie, a new “old

tune” written by Jeanie Hilten
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Annual Report 2002
From the Executive Director

where they might be living next week. It
was a life-changing trip for some of them
and a lifetime of memories for all….We
did a presentation for our school board
members and they were extremely
impressed with your program and the
knowledge of the environment and the
Smokies that the students were displaying.”

In 2002 almost 5500 people experienced
the Smokies in-depth through programs at
Tremont. A talented and dedicated staff that
is supported by a visionary board of
directors, an exceptional park staff, hun-
dreds of groups and school leaders, and
numerous partners who have gone above
and beyond in supporting us, have contrib-
uted to an exceptional year for Tremont.

Together we are looking to the future
and how we will best serve our mission of
connecting people and nature. We desire to
do that in a way that exhibits the best and
most innovative practices imaginable. In
planning for our future, board president
Bill Cobble recently likened what we want
to do at Tremont to climbing Mount
Everest. We can be proud of where
Tremont has been and of what we are
doing currently, for it is only those with
excellent experience, training and good
reputations that are successful at climbing

the mountain. Bill compared Tremont to
base camp, a place that exceptional climbers
are proud to reach. Our challenge as we go
beyond base camp is that we choose the
best route, gain the best support, and build
on our foundations to reach our goals.

I am excited about where we are headed
at this point in our climb. The following are
some of our successes from 2002 and our
priorities as we move forward. Much of our
progress this year is due to support from the
Alcoa Foundation, the Friends of the
Smokies and Great Smoky Mountains
Association. We have also had a huge
increase in donations to our endowment
and operations from individuals. Thanks to
all of you who support our programs as
participants, volunteers, adjunct faculty,
partners, and friends!

—Ken Voorhis

A Passion for Connecting
People and Nature

This January, Senior Teacher/Naturalist
Jeremy Lloyd and I attended a conference for
Residential Environmental Learning Center
directors. As we gathered and shared stories,
successes, struggles, and ideas there was an
enthusiasm and energy that is ever present in
those who are running residential environ-
mental programs. We share a common vision.
We understand that people are affected
profoundly when they can live in community
for several days and participate in programs
that engage them with the great outdoors.

We are passionate about what we do,
even though it requires long hours and
hard work with little or difficult-to-gain
support. Our passion exists because we see
the impact we have.

We hear from students and teachers of
the power of this experience. These
programs do make a difference. A letter
that I recently received from a teacher
affirmed that:

“Our kids struggle every day to have
some sort of normal life that most of us
took for granted when we were their age.
For one entire week, they could learn
without having to concern themselves with
where their next meal is coming from or

program income 764,996
revenue from book store sales   47,770
support income 267,073
other income 16,676
TOTAL INCOME                            1,096,515

endowment balance 371,077
as of 2/13/03 402,965

operational expenses 933,714
capital expenses 10,779
TOTAL EXPENSES 944,493

income less expense  162,801
grant $ committed  33,931
reserve account 100,000

Year-end Statistics 2002
NUMBER OF GROUPS 126

youth 3-day 63
youth 5-day 33
adult 30

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS     5,496
youth   3,930
adult leaders 633
adults 818

program user days 20,739
program user hours 172,134
school groups/number of states 12
all groups/number of states 30+
park visitors (in visitors center)   8,743
financial aid          193 students=$19,164
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Successes
• We continue to receive excellent comments from schools and

individual program participants on the quality of our programs.
• We received the first installment of the Alcoa grant and

managed those funds to enhance programs and meet operational
objectives. We also received the $125,000 match from the Friends
for our endowment. As of 2/13/03 the endowment balance was
$402,965.

• Our Citizen Science program was expanded through new
equipment, guest scientists, and additional summer research
assistants.

• We are working with University of Tennessee Institute for
Assessment and Evaluation to improve our evaluation methods and
conduct an assessment of impacts upon participants.

• Several new adult and summer youth programs were added and
others were improved and enhanced. More new programs are being
developed for 2003.

• We revitalized our relationship with several local school
systems and increased the number of local groups that are partici-
pating in our programs.

• We contracted with a public relations firm who completed a
marketing plan for us.

• We distributed a record number of scholarships: $19,164 for
193 participants. This allowed us to expand our services to many

individuals from underserved populations.
• Marketing efforts were significantly increased due to the

addition of a part-time marketing assistant. Visits to schools, talks
to civic clubs, newspaper, radio and TV spots were all increased.

• An e-newsletter was set up to give updates on Tremont
programs and Smokies activities/issues.

• A donor newsletter was produced and distributed to potential
donors.

• We worked with the Great Smoky Mountains Association staff
to develop a “new look” and consistency to Tremont publications. A
new format for the newsletter was introduced.

• We continued to refine our master plan for our site and
facilities and are working toward the next steps in our strategies for
funding this project.

• TVA donated a Honda Civic Hybrid vehicle to us for one year.
We also have been using three electric vehicles that were loaned to
the Park by TVA.

• Our web site has been upgraded and is updated on a regular
basis.

• Utility lines were undergrounded and roadwork will be
accomplished in 2003.

• An endowed chair to provide for a summer science intern was
established in honor of former Superintendent George Frye with the
help of his family and the Friends of the Smokies.

Priorities for 2003
• Undergo a strategic planning process for

Tremont’s future.
• Build capacity within our staff to increase our

efficiency, creativity and ability to be innovative.
• Take our master plan to the next level and work

to develop a timeline and strategy for completing
that project.

• Increase attendance in summer programs.
• Complete program evaluation and assessment

and improve methods of doing so on a continuing
basis.

• Continue to seek support for integrating arts into
our programs.

• Further enhance Citizen Science efforts and
their integration into the school program.

• Build our endowment.
• Strengthen and build on our partnerships.
• Increase level of scholarships dispersed.
• Challenge ourselves to improve in all areas of

program and support operations.
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PHENOLOGY UPDATE

Phenology, the scientific study

of seasonal change, has been a

part of Tremont for over a

decade. We watch for a variety

of spring phenomena—flowers

blooming, birds singing, staff

members wearing shorts for the

first time. Believe it or not, we

sometimes start seeing signs of

spring in January! Wood Frogs

mating, Trailing Arbutus bloom-

ing, and the first bat flying are

some of our earliest indicators

that spring is on its way. To the

right is a list of spring wild-

flowers, with average and earli-

est first dates seen. These data

are mainly for Walker Valley—

keep in mind that elevation,

aspect, and other factors can

affect phenology.

—Michelle Prysby,
Citizen Science Director

Flowers Blooming Average First Seen Earliest First Seen

Dandelion 23-Jan 1-Jan
Daffodil 17-Feb 29-Jan
Meadow Violets 21-Feb 20-Jan
Red Maple 28-Feb 12-Feb
Trailing Arbutus 28-Feb 22-Jan
Hepatica 6-Mar 30-Jan
Periwinkle 6-Mar 22-Feb
Spring Beauty 7-Mar 22-Feb
Star Chickweed 8-Mar 26-Feb
Pussytoes 11-Mar 23-Feb
Violets (yellow) 14-Mar 20-Jan
Spicebush 17-Mar 6-Mar
Toothwort 19-Mar 7-Mar
Long-spurred Violet 25-Mar 9-Feb
Yellow Trillium 25-Mar 2-Mar
Serviceberry 26-Mar 13-Mar
White Trillium 27-Mar 2-Mar
Redbud 28-Mar 18-Mar
Bird-foot Violet 2-Apr 9-Mar
Bishop’s Cap/Miterwort 3-Apr 28-Mar
Fire Pink 3-Apr 16-Mar
Squawroot/Bear Corn 4-Apr 24-Mar
Dogwood 5-Apr 29-Mar
Jack-in-the-Pulpit 7-Apr 20-Mar
Squirrel Corn 7-Apr 25-Mar
Columbine 9-Apr 21-Mar
Dutchman’s Breeches 9-Apr 2-Apr
Silverbell 10-Apr 4-Apr
Crested Dwarf Iris 11-Apr 4-Apr
Bluets 12-Apr 13-Mar
Fraser Magnolia 12-Apr 4-Apr
Bellwort 17-Apr 16-Apr
Showy Orchis 21-Apr 10-Apr
Mountain Laurel 22-Apr 12-Mar
Cross Vine 26-Apr 2-Mar
Tulip Poplar 26-Apr 21-Apr
Doghobble 28-Apr 26-Apr
Dutchman’s Pipe 29-Apr 18-Apr
Yellow Stargrass 30-Apr 21-Apr
Pawpaw 1-May 28-Apr
Pink Lady Slippers 1-May 20-Apr
Flame Azalea 3-May 26-Apr
Yellow Hawkweed 5-May 6-May
Galax 8-May 25-Apr
Blackberries/Raspberries 11-May 1-May
Partridgeberry 21-May 12-May
Rosebay Rhododendron 24-May 24-Apr
Jewelweed 2-Jun 14-May
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revenge had started the terrible fire that
had crushed young Vannie.

�
TH E L E G E N D S TAT E S that when

Vannie took her last breath, a white dove
materialized at the foot of her bed. And as
Vannie let her breath out the dove became
smaller and smaller, until, as she died, the
dove flew though a crack in the cabin wall
and carried Vannie’s soul to heaven.
According to Jim Moore, who was present

Vannie
continued from page 5

at Vannie’s death, this is no legend. He saw
the dove, and to his dying day believed it
was a miracle brought to Earth to carry
the young girl’s spirit into heaven.

Vannie’s death broke the spir it of the
community.  The guilt that surrounded
the story left behind silence and shame
for all those involved. Some of the
members in the community said that
Vannie’s death symbolized the end of an
era for the old Walker Valley.

The story of Vannie’s death as re-
counted by the people who once lived in
Walker’s Valley was later recounted by Jack
Moore, the son of Jim Moore, to Tremont

staff over the years. The next time you
come to Tremont, stop and visit the
Walker cemetery. It is f illed with other
stor ies of loggers, infants and the
mountain people that died on a moun-
tain for which they cared so dearly.  You
will f ind the grave of Vannie Cook with
all of the other families that lived hard
lives in Walker Valley.

�
Watch for details of Vannie,  a new “old

tune” written by Jeanie Hilten, to be released
on an upcoming CD by the Woodpickers.

Smoke Signals
New recruits add sparkle to Tremont staff

by Charlie Muise

It’s hard to say, sitting indoors and looking out at the snow, that
Spring is here. But when you read this, Teacher-naturalists will be

leading groups of kids to find the first Hepatica and Violets for 2003.
It’s cold and snowy now, but spring happens fast here in Walker Valley.

Likewise, the Spring schedule at
Tremont goes fast when it arrives. Just two
weeks ago our staff, augmented by fresh
views and new ideas of Katie Farmer and
Jaimie Matzko, was planning ways to
improve our lessons, cleaning and fixing
equipment, and focusing on training. Now
we are into our third straight week of
school groups. But in three (intensive!)
months we will be wrapping up, and
planning for summer camps.

The schedule for the 2003-2004 school
year is already filling up! Julie, our
efficient, sharp new registrar, is working to
accommodate schools. It’s like she is
working a complex, 3-dimensional jigsaw
puzzle as she keeps track of length of trip,
number of students, number of adults, and
other information to get a school on the
calendar. My biggest suggestion for
teachers is to get schedule applications in
as soon as possible.

We are happy with the mix of four
“well-seasoned” staff, with two who are
new to Tremont (but not new to teach-

ing). In addition, this year we have our
strongest contract staff ever. Each of them
has a lot of teaching background, a love
for children, and a love of the
outdoors.

Longtime volunteers
Robin Goddard and
Robert Dowbiggin
continue to augment
our full-time staff.
Robin retired after
an illustrious career
with Rockford
school. Robert
runs a day care and
teaches for several
organizations. We’d
be lost without
either of them.

Karen White arrived
as a summer teacher in
2001 after several years as a
National Park Service inter-
preter. She is working towards her masters
degree in Education and has increased her

availability to help out at Tremont.
Paula Evans is in her second year of

teaching at Tremont, balancing us with
her own two small children.

This year we have added Andrea Murray
and Mike Matzko to the part-time squad.
Andrea and her husband have both worked
for the National Park Service for several
years. Mike,  Jaimie Matzko’s husband,
lives on-site and brings extensive environ-
mental experience to the job.

The ability to utilize these fine folks
means our full-time staff can have some
time to plan, improve lessons, obtain further
training, attend workshops, and many other
things that help us create the best program
we can. Thanks to all of them.

Remember that it’s only six
months until Teacher Escape

Weekend! Benefits for those
attending are many. It’s a

chance to meet and share
ideas and stories with
other teachers who
bring a wide range of
students from many
places, a chance to
enjoy Fall in the
Smokies, an opportu-
nity to plan face-to-face

with our staff, and a
chance for first-time

teachers and chaperones to
see our campus and learn

our trails. But wait—that’s
not all!   Those visiting will

then be eligible for a free group
program. Essentially, it’s a chance to come to
Tremont twice for the price  of one visit!
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Looking Ahead
Spring is just around the corner! Join us for one of these exciting programs.

April
Spring Hiking Elderhostel
April 6-11

Discover the beauty of spring in the most
rugged mountains in Appalachia! Led by our
education staff, daily hikes will explore the
cultural and natural history of this region with its
unique traditions and rich biodiversity. Start each
day with a hot breakfast then pack a lunch, grab
your daypack and head out on the trail. Daily
hikes of 5 to 13 miles bring you into contact with
the varied plant life, sparkling mountain streams
and breathtaking mountain vistas of this ancient
mountain chain. Wildflowers, rushing water, and
the misty green of spring all combine to make this
this an unforgettable experience. In the evenings,
enjoy a fine meal at the Institute followed by
Appalachian music and stories or educational
sessions. Program lasts from Sunday supper
through Friday breakfast. COST: $415 (includes
meals, lodging and instruction)

Information and registration materials may be
obtained through: ELDERHOSTEL, 75 Federal St.,
Boston, MA 02110-1941. (877) 426-8056
http://www.elderhostel.org/about/policies/

Spring Photography Workshop
April 11-14

What better place to improve your photography
skills than in the Smokies during the woodland
wildflower bloom! From the Great White Trillium to
the tiny Stonecrop, flowers coat the landscape,
edge each sparkling stream and drip from cliff
ledges during this spring spectacular. This is your
chance to capture the wonder! Nationally
recognized nature photographers Bill Lea and
David Duhl will lead a workshop emphasizing
wildlife, landscape, and macro photography. Bill
and David tailor the program to the skill level and
interests of each individual participant with plenty
of one-on-one instruction. Field sessions and
lectures will cover the use of light, composition,
and equipment. Program lasts from Friday supper
to Monday mid-morning. This workshop fills
quickly, so register early!  COST: $430 (includes
meals, lodging and instruction)

Spring Awakenings Naturalist Weekend
April 25-27

This spring weekend is dedicated to in-depth
explorations of the Great Smokies. Participants
will have the choice of several concentrations that
will help us wind our way into the heart of the
mountains. Come prepared to be outside and
active. After a long day in the park, we will come
together in the evening to share our findings and
enjoy lectures, music, storytelling and more. This

will be a Naturalist Weekend to remember.
Program lasts from Friday supper to Sunday lunch.
COST: $175 (includes meals, lodging and
instruction). One hour of graduate credit is
available for an additional fee.

Participants please indicate your first to fourth
choices on your registration form. Choose your
weekend adventure from the following tracks
(check our web site for a look at the tentative
schedules):

• Wonderful Wildflowers  The diversity and
sheer number of blooming plants make the
Smokies a wildflower lover’s paradise. Spend the
weekend exploring the park’s nooks and hollows
with staff who will share their love and knowledge
of plants.

• Waterfalls and Cascades  Spring is the
perfect time to view waterfalls in the park. Rivers
and streams are running full, so waterfalls are at
their most powerful. This workshop will give
participants the opportunity to explore several
waterfalls on the Tennessee side of the park,
some well-known and others known only to a few.
Learn history, geology, and other interesting facts
along the way.

• Cades Cove: Off the Beaten Path  Spend the
weekend in the cove, exploring the unknown
places. Walk the fields to look for wildlife,
discover caves, visit secluded cabins, find a
swamp and a disappearing lake, and see the Cove
in a whole new way.

• A Naturalist’s Notebook  Slow down and
explore the details of the natural world. We will
be learning a variety of sketching techniques
using pencil, pen, colored pencil and watercolor,
then take these new skills into the field to explore
and record what we find. Plan to take home a
sketchbook full of discoveries, a variety of
drawing skills you can carry with you into any
environment, and some wonderful memories from
this weekend.

May
Woodland Chorus
May 16-18

Begin your day with the dawn chorus and go to
bed with the owls. What a great way to spend a
weekend in the Great Smoky Mountains! This
weekend workshop will focus on sound and sight
identification of birds of the Smokies. We will
study a variety of habitats, including grasslands,
cove forest, and high elevation spruce-fir forest.
Lecture topics will include information on
conservation issues, habitat management, bird
identification tips, and monitoring techniques.
Mark Johns, with the NC Wildlife Resources
Commission, is coordinator in North Carolina of

the Partners in Flight Program and the Breeding
Bird Survey, and will assist us in our study of birds
and bird conservation issues. Program lasts from
Friday supper to Sunday lunch.
COST: $175 (includes meals, lodging and
instruction). One hour of graduate credit is
available for an additional fee.

Monarch Monitoring Workshop
May 16-18

Join a network of centers across North America
monitoring monarch butterfly populations! The
Monarch Larva Monitoring Project is a nationwide
Citizen Science effort focusing on monitoring
monarch egg and caterpillar densities on milkweed
plants in North America. This train-the-trainer
workshop will help you integrate this collaborative
effort into your nature center programming. During
the weekend, you will learn about monarch biology
and the findings of the monitoring project, have
hands-on practice with the monitoring protocol, and
receive the materials you need to conduct your own
training sessions. Thanks to a grant from the
National Science Foundation, this workshop is free to
environmental education/nature center staff who are
willing to contribute to this exciting program.
COST: Free to qualifying participants.

For more information, please visit
http://www.mlmp.org or contact GSMIT at
(865) 448-6709. To register, please fill out the
special application form, located on the web site,
for this program.

SUMMER CAMP IN THE SMOKIES!
GSMIT is now registering campers to attend

2003 Summertime Youth Programs for ages 9-17.
For kids who love the great outdoors, Tremont
offers nature-based programs including backpack-
ing and camp-outs. For kids who prefer an
academic slant on summer fun, we offer the finest
science-based camps around.

Thanks to generous support from the Alcoa
Foundation and Friends of the Smokies, scholar-
ships are available again. Scholarships are
awarded based on academic achievement and/or
financial need.

For more information about GSMIT Summertime
Youth Programs, go to our web site (where we’ve
included pictures of our facilities and photo
albums from Summer 2002), see our brochure, or
call the GSMIT office at (865) 448-6709.

2003 GSMIT SUMMER CAMP CALENDAR
Discovery Camp (Ages 9-12) June 23-28, June 30-July 5
Wilderness Adventure Camp (Ages 13-17) June 23-28,
   June 30-July 5
Naturalist Expedition Camps (ages 11-13) July 14-24
Teen High Adventure (ages 13-17) July 14-24
Teen Science Camps (ages 13-17) June 23-28, July 14-24
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FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
ALCOA Foundation
Great Smoky Mountains
  Association
The Friends of the Smokies

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Joseph Dreimiller
Lois Foster
Clifford Kirk
Edward White

ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of Mike Tollefson
  from Dick Ray
H. Peter Clauseen
Thomas and Nancy Condon
Darrel Ellis
Bill Oliphant
Bobby and Derek Snider

OTHER DONATIONS
Richard Secrist

VOLUNTEER WORK
R. Dowbiggin
Robin Goddard

SCIENCE RESEARCH
VOLUNTEERS
Nichole Barnhart
Jessie Breedlove
Brooke Carter
Joshua Edmonds
Marla Fender
Passley Hargrove
Sarah Hoyle
Rachel Hughes
Kristal Keller
Miranda Reseigh
Allison Rosenbalm
Rick Stewart
Margaret Stoudenmire
Jon Tully
Bonnie Jo Voorhis

Donations

From  11/01/02  to 02/06/03

Thanks, friends!

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 127
Knoxville, TN

Printed on 100% post-recycled paper

2003 program brochures are now available. Contact
our office if you would like to receive a copy or if you
would like us to send one to a friend!
www.gsmit.org  •  865-448-6709  •  mail@gsmit.org

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
9275 Tremont Road
Townsend, TN 37882

Great Smoky Mountains Institute
at Tremont is operated in cooperation

with Great Smoky Mountains
National Park.

teachers/naturalists

part-time t/ns

international intern
sci/ed specialist

sr. teacher naturalists

school program director
special program director

food service

grounds and facilities

registrar
marketing

sales

office assistant
office manager

executive director

president
vice president

secretary
treasurer

Adam Barnes
Katie Farmer
Jaimie Matzko
Ryan Young
Paula Evans
Mike Matzko
Andrea Murray
Karen White
Galina Skopina
Michelle Prysby
Jeremy Lloyd
Charlie Muise
Bill Klein
Amber Parker
Jackie Davis
Lori Flanagan
Linda Hatcher
Tammy Ralston
Lois Tipton
Toni Vann
Sam Crowe
Sean Flanagan
Julie Brown
Tonya Stoutt-Brown
Keni Lanagan
Linda Vananda
Nancy Williams
Kathy Burns
Ken Voorhis

Bill Cobble
Dick Ray
Herb Handly
Wright Tisdale

STAFF

Cathy Ackermann
Kati Blalock
Fred Lawson
Patrick Roddy
Bob Talbott

BOARD OF DIRECTORS


