








Walker Valley Reflections — Winter 2008     11

January
Winter Teacher Escape Weekend
January 9-11, 2009
This weekend is an opportunity for teachers to 
meet other teachers, share ideas, learn about new 
Tremont programs, and answer questions before 
your school’s visit. By attending this program, 
teachers attend free of charge when their school 
participates in a three or five day Tremont school 
program. It also reduces the cost of the trip for 
each of your students!
Cost: This program available at no cost to teachers 
bringing groups to Great Smoky Mountains Institute 
at Tremont in the 2009/2010 school year, but a 
refundable $50 deposit is required to register.

Wilderness First Responder Course
January 18-25, 2009
Do you know how to respond to backcountry 
emergency situations? Anyone interested in the 
wilderness or in emergency medical training will 
benefit from this course. Instructors from Roane 
State Community College will lead the program, 
and the curriculum meets the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation’s standards for First 
Responder. Participants will be eligible for 
national registry and state testing upon 
completion of this program.
Cost: $820.

Trees in Winter Hike
January 24, 2009

Join Ken Voorhis, Tremont’s executive director, as 
he leads a small group to discover one of his 
deep passions—trees! Join us for a winter hike, 
allowing for magnificent views in a less crowded 
park, to learn how to identify trees using the bark, 
branches, and buds. Wear sturdy shoes and bring 
water and lunch. Meet at Tremont at 8 a.m. for 
this winter day experience!
Cost: $20 per person. Pre-registration required.

February
Wilderness First Responder Refresher
February 6-8, 2009
If you have taken Wilderness First Responder in 
the past and are due for a renewal, this program 
will satisfy the requirements to renew certification 
on the national registry. This program is also an 
excellent review of wilderness medical information 
and skills. Limited enrollment!
Cost $375.

Family Adventure Weekend
February 13-15, 2009
Spend Valentine’s Day exploring Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park with your family! This 
family weekend is chocked full of hikes, crafts, 
games, waterfalls, beautiful views, campfires, 
and plenty of time to enjoy being with the ones 
you love. We will provide discovery and adventure 
AND we do all the cooking. It doesn’t get much 
better than this! Join our talented staff for a 
weekend you will never forget.
Cost: $365 for family of four ages 6 and up ($80 for 
each additional person). If a weekend just isn’t 
enough, ask about our Smoky Mountains Family 
Camp June 29-July 4.

Naturalist Skills/ Interpretation: A 
Teachable Art
February 20-22, 2009
Due to the shorter nature of the Naturalist Skills 
course, we have paired it with Interpretation so you 
can complete two Southern Appalachian Naturalist 
Certification Program courses in one weekend!

Naturalist Skills provides an historical survey of 
the study of natural history and its practice as 
conducted by a naturalist. Students will learn the 
naturalist traditions, observation techniques, 
journal keeping, and the tools of a naturalist.

Interpretation: A Teachable Art provides 
rudimentary knowledge regarding the theory and 
principles of environmental interpretation, how to 
communicate effectively, and how to develop 
meaningful interpretive programs. Expect fun, 
hands-on activities, and participatory education 
as we progress from learning about good 
communication to actually teaching.
Cost: $260/person (includes instruction, meals, and 
lodging) or $235/person without lodging (meals are 
required).

Liken’ Lichens Educator 
Workshop
February 20-22, 2009

Lichens—these mysterious organisms have 
fascinated people for years. Not a plant, not a 
fungus, but a surprisingly elegant combination of 
the two. Spend the weekend delving into the 
enchanting world of lichens as we learn their 
basic ecology, identification, and natural history 
during this field-based workshop.
Cost: Thanks to a generous grant from Toyota 
through Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, the workshop is available for ten K-12 teachers 
for only $50. The cost for non-teachers is $260. 
Space is limited to 15 participants, so register early!

March
Smokies Scavenger 
Hunt
March 7, 2009

Gather your friends, family or coworkers and 
create a team for the Great Smoky Mountains 
Scavenger Hunt! This special edition hunt will 
honor both GSMNP’s 75th anniversary and 
Tremont’s 40th anniversary while reviewing the 
cultural and natural history of the park and 
exploring issues and resources that affect the 
park today. The event will take place over a 
24-hour period with teams receiving their hunt 
questions via email at 5 p.m. on Friday, March 6 
and due no later than 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 
7 when tallying begins. This event is limited to 
200 participants so register early!
Cost of registration per team: $50. Includes up to 
two t-shirts per team. Extra t-shirts are $10 each.

Secrets of the Middle Prong 
Hike
March 14, 2009

Join Tremont staff as we share the secrets of our 
special area of the park, the Middle Prong! This 
easy grade hike is great for history and railroad 
buffs, with the added bonus of waterfalls and 
wildflowers making this hike something special 
for everyone! Wear sturdy shoes and bring water. 
Meet at the parking lot at the end of gravel road 
three miles past the Tremont campus at 8 a.m. 
for this day hike.
Cost: $20 per person. Pre-registration required.

May
Le Conte Overnight
May 8-10, 2009
Head to the top of the Smokies and spend the 
night at Le Conte Lodge, the highest elevation 
lodge in the eastern United States. The first 
evening will be spent at Tremont, and we’ll head 
up the mountain the following morning. Along the 
way, our education staff will share their 
knowledge of natural history, high elevation 
ecology, and science. While at the top, you will 
enjoy spectacular views, hearty meals, and a cozy 
bed. We’ll return to civilization on the last day. We 
suggest you sign-up with a friend, or be prepared 
to bunk with a new one.
Cost: $380. Full amount is required for registration.
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