


Bird Banding at Tremont

Wednesday, June 6" was the second MAPS session of the year. A total of 18
birds were captured including a Belted Kingfisher that was caught by a target mist net.
Researchers from North Carolina State University are taking blood samples from birds
to determine mercury levels in the water and what effect that it has on the birds. Since
the Kingfisher’s primary diet is fish, the researchers are particularly interested in this
bird. Instead of using a normal 10 meter net, the researchers set up a six meter target net
next to a Kingfisher nest that they had found over next to the lagoons. This female
Kingfisher (pictured below) was caught at the 7:40 a.m. net run and was brought back,
processed, and then released.

Playing with Weeds

A little note about our ozone garden, which you will find on the other side of the
river in that little field. This garden contains 37 study plants including 11 Milkweed, 10
Crownbeard, and 6 Cut-leaf Cone Flowers. These three types were chosen based on their
natural response to ground level ozone. We will be monitoring these plants throughout
the summer to gain information to estimate how bad the ground level ozone gets here and
also what the multiyear trends appear to be. So if you see us puttering around inside an
electric fence seemingly for the purpose of playing with dying weeds don’t worry, we do
have a purpose.
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The Snake Charmer
My name is Andrew Wilson I am a Summer Youth Science Leadership
Intern (Summer Research Assistant) here at Tremont. This is the start of my
second summer here. I have a passion for snakes as those who know me already

know. I want to try to educate people
about how snakes are more of a benefit
than a nuisance and help keep certain
animal populations in check. I have
caught snakes since I was a young boy
and have learned that the worse thing
they can do is bite you unless they’re
one of the two venomous snakes that
we have here. I do have my so-called
battle scars from snakebites but it’s
worth the fun of catching them.

When I arrived here at Tremont
last year, I wasn’t really sure what to
expect about working here. I’m back
this year if that tells you anything. I
love working here not only with the
snakes, but also with all of the
different research projects going on
and the great people that work here. I
hope to be here for many years to
come.

Hi, my name is Jessica Mathis and while I’m not originally from East Tennessee,
home is where the heart is. I’'m a full-time college student at Maryville College where

I’m pursuing my Bachelor’s
Degree in Biology for Teacher

» Licensure. I'm hoping that my

love of science and research will

N be a huge asset here at Tremont

and the knowledge I will gain I
can use to become a great teacher
in the future. We have a lot
going on this summer and I can’t
wait to see what we can get into.
I’m hoping to focus my attention
on the phenology project, go
snorkeling for hellbenders, and
even catch a snake (with

* Andrew’s help).
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